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Opened in May 1943,] New Castle AAB was assigned to the Air Corps Ferrying Command 2d
Ferrying Group with the 552d Army Air Forces Base Unit being the host unit in charge of the
base and its facilities. The primary mission of the airfield was to facilitate the movement of
aircraft overseas for delivery to the British and other Allies. Members of the historic Women Air
Force Service Pilots(WASP). WASPs served as test and ferry pilots and towed targets for student
gunners. There is a statue today at the airport that honors the women of WASP that served
their country in the time of need. On 30 June 1945, the 1596th AAF Base Unit replaced the
552d AAFBU and the 2d Ferrying group was replaced by the 2d Foreign Transport Group. The



mission of the base was changed to being responsible for overseas air transport of passengers
and air cargo.] With the general drawdown of the Air Force after the war, New Castle Airport
became a joint-use base, with civilian aircraft operating from the airfield as an airport.

On 1 September 1949, the military facilities at the airport were assigned to Continental Air
Command (ConAC) and theAir Force Reserve 512th Air Base Group became the host unit,
remaining so until 31 January 1951 when it was reassigned to Reading Municipal Airport,
Pennsylvania.
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